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2021 City of Waterloo Home Fire Safety Reminders
Dear Owner/Occupant
Waterloo Fire Rescue would like to provide residents with a reminder of the following nine important fire safety messages, which are consistent with the provisions of the Ontario Fire Code. 
PLEASE TAKE A FEW MINUTES AND MAKE SURE YOUR HOME MEETS THESE REQUIREMENTS:
Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarms
· Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms save lives. Working smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained on every level and outside sleeping areas of your home.  Working carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed and maintained adjacent to sleeping areas if you have a fuel-fired appliance (e.g. gas furnace, gas dryers, gas water heaters, gas or wood burning fireplace/stove,) or if you have an attached garage.  Do not reduce the level of fire detection below what was required when your home was built.  For example, if your home was built having electrically interconnected smoke alarms then replacement smoke alarms should be electrically interconnected as well.
Propane Tanks
· Propane tanks shall be secured in a safe location outside the home at all times.  This includes keeping propane tanks outside of attached garages.
Flammable and Combustible Liquids
· Flammable liquids and combustible liquids of all types should be stored outdoors whenever possible.  Any indoor storage of flammable liquids and combustible liquids should be kept to small quantities (e.g. five liters or less) and within suitable closed containers.  Flammable materials such as oily rags should be discarded in noncombustible containers outside homes.

Electric Panel
· Never over-fuse your electric panel.  Contact an Ontario licensed electrician if you are unsure of the safety of your electric panel.
Sleeping in Basement
· Do not permit sleeping in your home’s basement without a second means of escape such as a basement door leading directly to the outdoors, or an Ontario Building Code or Fire Code compliant escape window.
Approved Use
· Use your home as it was designed and approved to be used.  For example, do not convert your home from a single home into a duplex or triplex without the required building permit.  Furthermore, don’t fill your home with combustibles beyond what a home would typical contain (i.e. avoid what is commonly called “hoarding” behavior).
Temporary Wiring/Extension Cords and Adaptors
· Temporary wiring should not be used where it presents a fire hazard.  For example, extension cords and electrical wall adaptors are not designed to be used as permanent wiring, and therefore, can create a fire hazard when used on a permanent basis.  Do not use any extension cords or electrical wall adaptors as permanent wiring.  Where additional electrical coverage is needed it is required that you have additional electrical receptacles installed in compliance with the Electricity Act and Electrical Safety Code, or you may use a listed power bar plugged directly into an electrical receptacle such as a ULC/CSA listed power bar.

Chimneys, Flues and Flue Pipes
· Chimneys, flues, and flue pipes shall be inspected annually to ensure they are free from structural deficiencies, free of decay, have been sealed to prevent the improper passage of fire and smoke, and are clean.  Waterloo Fire Rescue strongly recommends that the inspection be completed by a qualified technician. Any necessary maintenance or needed replacement that is identified during inspection shall be completed in accordance with the Ontario Building Code.

Solid-Fuel Burning Appliances
· Ensure your solid-fuel burning appliances such as wood stoves have been installed in accordance with the Ontario Fire and Building Codes (i.e. through a qualified technician and building permit), are being maintained as installed, and that they are being maintained clear of all combustibles.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
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John Percy, PFLSE, CFEI, PIO
Public Education Officer, Fire Rescue Services

Community Services, City of Waterloo

470 Columbia Street West 

Waterloo, ON, N2T 2Y6

P: 519-884-6030 ext. 23309

E:  john.percy@waterloo.ca
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